
MEDG 545 - EPIGENETICS IN DEVELOPMENT AND DISEASE 

MEDG 545 is a 3-credit, two-term elective course with the format of a Journal Club. The purpose of this course 
is to assist students to learn to evaluate scientific literature critically and to hone their general presentation 
skills. Unlike other courses, participation in this Journal Club includes other trainees, post-doctoral fellows, 
faculty and staff.  

This section of MEDG 545 focusses on “Epigenetics in Development and Disease”. This Journal Club meets 
weekly, with some of the presentations (Journal Clubs or research update, known as Wing Talks) also from 
members of the Molecular Epigenetics Group at the LSI as well as from other UBC research groups interested 
in epigenetics. We normally meet every Tuesday, from 4 to 5 pm, in room 1.410 of the LSI. However, at the 
beginning of the 2020 school year, this course will be offered online, with Zoom, until further notice. 

Recent primary research articles related to all aspects of epigenetics, epigenomics, chromatin structure, and 
gene regulation are presented and discussed. Students taking the class for credit must present once each 
term. They are also expected to attend each week, to read the paper and any necessary background for the 
other Journal Club presentations.  

Students are graded on their two presentations (80% of final mark) and on their participation and discussion 
during other journal club presentations (20%). Following their first presentation, students will receive feedback 
from the instructors, who will emphasize strengths and weaknesses, while pointing to key points of possible 
improvement for the second presentation.  

Student Presentation Marking Scheme 

Name: 

Title: 

Date: 

Components Mark 

Comprehension & Integration (Total: 20 points)  

     Choice of paper (4)  

     Read and understood the paper (4)  

     Presented comprehensively (4)   

     Provided background and interpretation beyond the paper (4)  

     Synthesis – demonstrated critical thinking (4)  

Presentation (Total: 10 points)  

     Clear, audible, confident manner (3)  

     Appropriate level, not too much jargon (3)  

     Slides clear and comprehensive (4)  

Discussion (Total: 10 points)  

     Able to illicit discussion from the class (5)  

     Appropriate answers to questions (5)  

TOTAL - maximum 40 points  

 
Journal Club Coordinator is Dr. Louis Lefebvre: louis.lefebvre@ubc.ca  
 



 During this pandemic, the shift to online learning has greatly altered teaching and studying at UBC, including 
changes to health and safety considerations. Keep in mind that some UBC courses might cover topics that are 
censored or considered illegal by non-Canadian governments. This may include, but is not limited to, human 
rights, representative government, defamation, obscenity, gender or sexuality, and historical or current 
geopolitical controversies. If you are a student living abroad, you will be subject to the laws of your local 
jurisdiction, and your local authorities might limit your access to course material or take punitive action against 
you. UBC is strongly committed to academic freedom, but has no control over foreign authorities (please visit 
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,33,86,0 for an articulation of the values of the 
University conveyed in the Senate Statement on Academic Freedom). Thus, we recognize that students will 
have legitimate reason to exercise caution in studying certain subjects. If you have concerns regarding your 
personal situation, consider postponing taking a course with manifest risks, until you are back on campus or 
reach out to your academic advisor to find substitute courses. For further information and support, please visit: 
http://academic.ubc.ca/support-resources/freedom-expression.  
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